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A smile rolls across Anthony Bruni’s tanned 
face as he watches a young girl skipping 
down Grant Street toward the Parkdale 

Market, her parents in tow. “Daddy, is that a 
house? Mommy, is that a house?

“I hear a lot of that,” says the 37-year-old archi-
tect moments after ducking inside his glass and 
panelled home where light dances over a sus-
pended staircase made of thick maple and hefty 
steel.

Bruni has recently become a full partner in the 
firm run by his long-time mentor,   Jim Colizza. 
Together the pair of Sault St. Marie natives and 
graduates of Carleton University are the back-
bone of Colizza Bruni Architecture, a small, 
award-winning firm dedicated to fitting modern 
homes into emerging neighbourhoods, including 
the working-class community of Hintonburg.

This fit man, with a ready smile, is the new face 
in a growing tribe of architects devoted to modern 

Leaving  tradition 
Anthony Bruni is a new breed 
of architect, one who contends  
that building homes is like 
storytelling — and his own 
home reflects that belief

By Sheila Brady

design in a city bound by politics and tradition.
He is also one half of the design smarts behind 

the slick, semi-detached home that completely 
confused the young girl who was skipping by it, 
near the market.

Colizza’s daughter, Victoria, lives in the rear 
unit, while Bruni and his new wife, Tianna, live 
in the home facing the street, where new homes 
snuggle up to old homes and mornings start early 
as merchants set up their stalls of vegetables, fruit 
and flowers.

Both homes are modest affairs, blessed with 
distinctive personalities and each boasting just 
1,200 square feet of light and glass. Both im-
pressed judges overseeing the Ontario Associa-
tion of Architects’ design competition last spring, 
and earned two hefty glass trophies, including the 
best all-round entry. This is the second time Bru-
ni and Colizza have walked off with top honours 
at the provincial level, the first coming in 
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Anthony Bruni's own 
home, at right, is just 
1,200 square feet. It 
puts his design 
philosophy into 
practice. 
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Every moment is a gift...

Bruni likes to work with 
simple, natural and 
honest materials such 
as wood, glass and 
steel.
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Asia -
By Dom Ceramiche

925 Belfast Rd.,
Ottawa, Ontario

613.244.4315
www.eurotilestone.com
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Bruni added a slim 
window in his kitchen 
after sitting in the space 
and studying how the 
light worked.
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Rinaldo’s offers a variety of services in hair design,
nail care, skin care, and body relaxation, and has
a number of packages that combine these services

to ensure you get pampered from head to toe.

3 LOCATIONS TO PAMPER YOU
DOWNTOWN

90 George St. ~ 613-235-6666

MANOTICK
57OO Longshadow St. ~ 613-692-1800

OTTAWA
2121 Carling Ave. Suite 24C ~ 613-761-6800

www.rinaldo.com
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